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Overview of Environmental Reporting &
Disclosure Bylaw

Chemicals of concern

How the bylaw relates to other regulations &
programs




City Council has
identified
transparency,
accountability and
public accessibility as
core values of the
corporation

Toronto’s
Environmental Plan
recommended
empowering citizens
through a Community
Right to Know bylaw




Reporting environmental data and making
information accessible benefits the public,
workers, businesses and the City by:

Stimulating pollution prevention

Supporting emergency planning and
preparedness

Improving understanding of health and
environmental risks




There are gaps in:

Who must report
What is reported
What is accessible




Requires reporting on 25 substances (or
group of substances) of priority concern
to health

Requires facilities that use or release one
or more of the priority substances to
report:

- on-site releases to air, water land

- ‘use’ as total manufactured,
processed or otherwise used

Reporting threshold set at about 1% of
current NPRI threshold to capture data
from small & medium sized facilities who
do not report

Some reporting exemptions, similar to
NPRI




The following types of facilities are likely
to emit substances that would require
reporting:

Food & beverage manufacturing
Clothing manufacturing

Printing & publishing

Chemical manufacturing

Wood industries

Other manufacturing

Chemical distribution

Waste management

Medical & diagnostic labs
Automotive repair & maintenance
Laundry services, including dry cleaning
Funeral services




In discussion with Environment
Canada regarding enabling facilities
to report using OWNERS

Report annually, at same time as to
NPRI

Encourage facilities to provide
contextual data, particularly on
pollution prevention

Provide web-based public access to
facility-specific data

Create annual reports of aggregated
data, including assessment of health
implications and comparison with
oth)er City data (area and line sources
etc




Help with inventory and
reporting:
— tools for facilities to

estimate chemical use
and emissions

— simple electronic
reporting that will guide
businesses

Pollution prevention guidance:

— sector-specific guides to
pollution prevention

— technical assistance




Approach Used:

Retained external consultant to do a gap
analysis

Used NPRI data for Toronto facilities that
report

For non-reporting facilities, used Toronto
employment data to estimate releases,
based on publicly available emission
factors

Applied Toxic Equivalence Potential
(TEP) values to rank estimated releases
In terms of relative health risk

ldentified substances in Toronto’s air that
exceeded health benchmarks




Point source releases:

Only 3% of Toronto facilities (with
releases) report to NPRI

Small and medium sized facilities do not
report

Majority of releases are to air for all
sectors except waste management, which
discharges to water

About 80% of Toronto releases to air not
reported to NPRI

Chronic exposure to mixture of toxic
substances from many sources is of
health concern




Acetaldehyde

Acrolein

Benzene
1,3-butadiene
Cadmium

Carbon tetrachloride
Chloroform

Chromium (hexavalent)
Chromium (non-hexavalent)
1,4-dichlorobenzene
1,2-dichloroethane
Dichloromethane
Ethylene dibromide

Formaldehyde

Lead

Particulate Matter (PM2.5)
Manganese

Mercury

Nickel

Nitrogen Oxides (NOXx)

Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons ans)
Tetrachloroethylene
Trichloroethylene

Vinyl Chloride

Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs)




Creation of draft ER&D Bylaw based on extensive
consultation and research

Conceived so as to avoid duplicating existing reporting
requirements

Complementary to Toronto’s Sewer Use Bylaw
Complementary to NPRI

Regulatory review underway to examine duplication, if
any, with existing provincial, federal and municipal
programs that have reporting features




Toronto Public Health (TPH) shares similar goals on
toxics use reduction with the federal, provincial and city
Initiatives

TPH is exploring collaboration with Toronto Water on
pollution prevention outreach to local facilities

TPH is seeking enhanced collaboration regarding the
City’s Green Economic Strategy

What is the linkage with the Federal Chemical
Management Plan?

How can a Toronto ER&D Bylaw support the emerging
provincial Toxic Use Reduction Strategy?




Submit report on the recommended
ER&D program and draft bylaw to
Board of Health (spring/summer), and
City Council (fall), including feedback
report on Consultation Document
(released January 2008)

Develop tools for smaller facilities to
report use & releases

Develop Pollution Prevention
resources for key Toronto sectors

Continue to develop partnerships to
support toxics use reduction




The following information can be found at www.toronto.ca/health/hphe/enviro _info.htm

Board of Health reports
. Strategy to Enhance Access to Environmental Information in Toronto

. (Staff Report, July 2007) - This report describes why the Medical Officer of Health is recommending an
environmental reporting program for the City of Toronto.

Process to Identify Priority Substances of Health Concern for Enhanced Environmental Reporting —
Technical Summary

. (Medical Officer of Health report, July 2007)— This report gives details about how the chemicals of highest
health concern were identified.

More background information

. The four reports below provide some background information that was used to prepare the July 2007 report
to the Board of Health:

. Environmental Reporting in Toronto: Gaps and Opportunities. Lura Consulting (May 2007)

Substances of Concern Release and Transfer Reporting in Toronto: Analysis of Gaps. Marshall Macklin
Monaghan, Lura Consulting, Dr. Harvey Shear (May 2007)

. Access to Environmental Information Pilot Project Report (April 2007) — This report describes a pollution
prevention pilot project at a City of Toronto facility.

Environmental Information Available on the City of Toronto Website (June 2007)

«  Additional information can be found under the heading “Access to Environmental Information in the City of
Toronto” at www.toronto.ca/health/hphe/toxic_chemicals/toxicchemicals.htm .




